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The Honorable Michael Powell ¢
Chairman DEC - 1 2003 U f
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street SW Federal Communications Commission

Washington, DC 20554 Office of the Secretary ;

Dear Chatan Powell

Lwrite to support a *Petition [or Reconsideration’to Docket WT Docket No. 99-87,
Implementation of Secuons 309¢) and 337 of the Communications Act of 1934 as Amended,
RM-9332 Promouon of Spectrum Efficient Technologies on Certann Part 90 Frequencies This . 5;0
petition s extremely vital 1o continuing the mussion of fiiefighters and crergency medical 5
services in [lhmors and several surrounding areas fiom beconnng fully interoperable.

lutcreperability allows ow firefighters and EMS to coordinare cfforts while respending to
a terrorist allack, hasardovs materials spall, or fne Winojs’ first responders have 2 system of
nieroperability kKnown as MABAS, the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System, allowing communication
throughout the Chicago area and across hinots Lo communicate on a commeon channel  This
sysiern has been in existence since the late 1960's, and was consolidated in commumties m and
around the City of Chicago MABAS has expanded from Nortliern Tilmois to mclude many parts
ot Central Hliinets and Southern lhnois, coerdimating ateas around St Lows, Missouri. MABAS
15 attempting to cxpand to include the entire state of [lhnois along with adjoining communities in
[ndiana, lowa, Missourr and Wisconsin  The deadhine of January 13, 2004 1o submit applications
will prev ent the comimunities [rom participating in this system.

States, citres, and countics are facing budget deficits and cutlmg spending. Qur
firefighters are strugeling 10 purchase equipment that s raled to respond 1o terrorist atlacks and
meet their daily responsibihities. Having to replace radio equipment is an additional financial
burden many departments will not be able to bear. This is especially true for volunteer fire
deparlments  These departments constantly struggle to maintain equipment, facifities, and
provide their firefighters with the proper training they need. Requiring new equipment and
technology while helpful in the lunyg tenn, will be a tremendous short-term burden that will
alienate departments and build a technological divide in the fire fighling community

[ understand the need to advapce the use of narrowhand technology and increasing the
etficicncy ol the spectrum  This has been a process thal began in 1992 and has bucen slow to take
cffcct. Witle T uppreciate the Commussion’s imstiative to advance this process, I hope the
Comnussion will give consideration to the needs of first respondcrs 1n Nlimors who must
communicate with each other. | believe the time [rame established by the Commission will not
allow communities to gather and submirt heensing information, purchase necessary equipment,
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and join the MABAS system

The 'Petiton for Reconsideration” bas been [iled by a broad ranee of public safety
advacacy groups including, Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-
Intemational, Inc (APCO), the International Assoctation of Fure Chicefs, Inc., and the
International Municipal Siygnal Association (IAFC/TMSA), Intcrnational Association of Chiefs of
Pohce (“LACP™), Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA), National Sheriffs’ Association
(NSA), Myaor County Shenffs” Association (MCSA), and the National Public Safety
Telecommunications Council {(NPSTC) 1 welcome the opportumly to meet with you and
discuss the status of this petition, nairowbanding and the communications needs of first
responders. Thank you, for your conssderation of this matter

Stncerely.

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator
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